











72 E. DOY LE McCARTHY

Herbert Mead, edited by A. J. Reck. New York: Bobbs-Merrill.

— . 1982. The Individual and the Social Self. Unpublished Work of George Herbert Mead.
Edited by David L. Miller. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Mills, C. Wright. 1939. “Language, I ogic, and Culture.” American Sociological Review 4
(October): 670-680.

Perinbanayagam, R. S. 1986. “The Meaning of Uncertainty and The Uncertainty of
Meaning.” Symbolic Interaction 9: 105-126.

Rieff, Philip. 1966. The Triumph of the Therapeutic: Uses of Faith After Freud. New York:
Harper & Row.

. 1979. Freud: The Mind of a Moralist. 3d ed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Rosaldo, Michelle Z. 1984. “Toward an Anthropology of Self and Feeling.” Pp. 137-157 in
Culture Theory: Essays on Mind, Self, and Emotion, edited by R. A. Shweder and R. A.
LeVine. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Sayre, Robert. 1978. Solitude in Society: A Sociological Study in French Literature. Cambridge,
MA: Harvard University Press.

Scheff, Thomas J. 1983. “Toward Integration In the Social Psychology of Emotions.”
Annual Review of Sociology 9:333-354.

. 1985. “Universal Expressive Needs: A Critique and A Theory.” Symbolic Interaction
8:241-262.

Scruton, Roger. 1980. “Emotion, Practical Knowledge and Common Culture.” Pp. 5 19-536
in Explaining Emotions, edited by A. O. Rorty. Berkeley: University of California Press.

Sennett, Richard. 1974. The Fall of Public Man: On the Social Psychology of Capitalism. New
York: Random House.

. 1980, Authority. New York: Random House.

Shalin, Dmitri N. 1986. “Pragmatism and Social Interactionism.” American Sociological Review
51 (February): 9-29.

Shibutani, Tamotsu. 1961. Society and Personality. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall.

Shott, Susan. 1979. “Emotion and Social Life: A Symbolic Interactionist Analysis.” American
Journal of Sociology 84:1317-1334.

Shweder Richard A., and Edmund . Bourne. 1984. “Does the Concept of the Person Vary
Cross-culturally?” Pp. 158-199 in Culture Theory: Essays on Mind, Self, and Emotion,
edited by R. A. Shweder and R. A. Levine. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Solomon, Robert C. 1984. “Getting Angry: The Jamesian Theory of Emotion in Anthro-
pology.” Pp. 238-56 in Culture Theory: Essays on Mind, Self, and Emotion, edited by
R. A. Shweder and R. A. Levine. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Stearns, Carol Zisowitz, and Peter N. Stearns. 1986. Anger: The Struggle for Emotional Control
in America’s History. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

van den Berg, J. H. 1974. Divided Existence and Complex Society. Pittsburgh: Dusquesne
University Press.

Veroff, Joseph, Elizabeth Douvan, and Richard A. Kulka. 1981a. The Inner American: A
Self-Portrait from 1957 to 1976. New York: Basic.

. 1981b. Mental Health in America: Patterns of Help-Seeking from 1957 to 1976. New
York, Basic.

Weber, Max. 1958, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism. Translated by T. Parsons.
New York: Scribners.

Williamson, Judith. 1986. Consuming Passions: Dynamics of Popular Culture. New York: Marion
Boyars.

SIGNIFYING EMOTIONS

R. S. Perinbanayagam

It has been customary to regard emotions as atypical and occasional
intrusions into the processes of social life. This may be because emotions
become noticeable only when they manifest themselves in overt ways and
against the background of a placid and staid normalcy. This being far
from true, emotions suffuse all social acts, underline them, and influ-
ence them in fundamental ways. Such suffusion of social acts by emo-
tions redeems them from being merely mechanical and reactive pheno-
mena and indicate, indeed announce, the fecund presence of a self and
an attitude in the relevant acts. Nevertheless, it cannot be gainsaid that
emotions often overflow the normalcy of their presence in given social
acts, become overt and insist on being recognized and given a response
by self and other. Such suffusion of emotions must nevertheless be visi-
ble and tangible in some form, be accessible to knowledge and inter-
pretation. That is to say, they may be suffusing social acts, but are nei-
ther subliminal nor immanent; rather, they are articulatory and evident,
albeit in subtle and insubstantial ways at times. The very tone of voice,
the implied acceptance or rejection of gestures, the muted management
of space, time, and movement, the controlled expressions of the face and
vision, of hands and body—a touch here, a nudge there, for example, an
adoring look or contemptuous one—will define the emotions that suf-
fuse an interaction, an encounter. In the normalcies of their presence in
social acts—in the ongoing processes of the interpersonal relations in
which all humans live, they can be seen as interactional resonances between
the various participants in the social act achieved by what Shott has
called the “role-taking of emotions” (1977, p. 318).

The presence of emotions of a particular sort in the gestures and
expressions of the people present—or in a statement for that matter, are
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