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Jennifer Collett, PhD, is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Early Childhood
and Childhood Education at Lehman College. Her scholarship focuses on the
intersection of literacy and identity development for emergent bilinguals and
multilingual learners. She has published in the Bilingual Research Journal, the
International Journal of Qualitative Studies in Education, Action in Teacher Education,
and The Journal of Language, Identity, and Education. Her publications include a chapter
in Stress and Coping of English Learners, an edited book published by Information Age
Publishing.

Carol Cochi, PhD, is a multidisciplinary educator with 30 plus years of experience
within the public and private sector in the positions as Adjunct Professor, Program
Coordinator, Field Teacher Supervisor, Teacher Trainer, Curriculum and Materials
Developer, Researcher and Program Facilitator. Currently holding the position as
Program Facilitator of the Adult ESL & HSE Programs at the Bergen County [N]]
Technical Schools, her research interests include Adult Education, Professional
Development, and Teacher Education. She holds a BA from Villanova University, an
MAT in ESL from Fairleigh Dickinson University, and a PhD from Fordham University.
She is a board member of the New Jersey Association for Lifelong Learning. In her spare
time, she is writing an online family history cookbook.

Nancy E. Dubetz, PhD, is Professor and Chair of the Department of Early Childhood
and Childhood Education at Lehman College, City University of New York. Her research
interests include the study of teachers’ theories of practice in urban bilingual settings,
teacher advocacy, school /university partnerships in the preparation of teachers of
multilingual learners, and English instruction in public school contexts in Latin America
She has published in Action in Teacher Education, the Bilingual Research Journal, TESOL
Quarterly, The Journal of Research in Education, and Issues in Teacher Education. In
addition, she has published multiple book chapters on preparing teachers of
multilingual learners, and Professional Development School partnerships.

Aida A. Nevarez-La Torre, EdD, is the Senior Editor of the Journal of Multilingual
Education Research (JMER) and an associate professor at Fordham University’s
Graduate School of Education. For several years she worked as an ESL and bilingual
education teacher in Puerto Rico and the United States as well as a bilingual reading
clinician in the United States. She authored the first Professional Standards for Bilingual
Educators for the New York Association for Bilingual Education (2015/2018). Her
current scholarship focuses on multilingual literacy education, metalinguistic
awareness, and the intersection of language and content development in multilingual
classrooms.

Cristina Sanchez-Martin, PhD, is an assistant professor in the Composition and
Applied Linguistics (CAL) PhD and MA TESOL programs at Indiana University of
Pennsylvania, where she does research on and teaches about writing, language, and
identity from a transnational perspective.
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Anel V. Suriel is a doctoral student at the Rutgers Graduate School of Education. Her
research interests broadly include language education policy practices, language
teacher education, and the identity formation of multilingual students in American
classrooms. She was a Bilingual Literacy Instructor for grades 3-8 in New York City
and in New Jersey for thirteen years, and she currently serves as the Graduate
Student Representative for NJTESOL/NJBE.

Patricia Velasco, EdD, is an associate professor in the Department of Elementary and
Early Childhood Education (EECE) at Queens College, CUNY, where she coordinates
the Bilingual Education Program. Her research interests include the development of
metalinguistic awareness and its role in biliteracy, teacher education, and
understanding the language and educational ideologies of Indigenous Mexicans living
in NYC. In 2012, she coordinated the work for NYSED Home and New Language Arts
Progressions that were part of the Bilingual Common Core Initiative. Patricia co-
directed a project for NYSED creating practices for multilingual learners facing the
demands embedded in the New Generation Learning Standards.

Min Wang, PhD, is an assistant professor of TESOL and Bilingual Education in the
Department of Education Specialties at St. John’s University. She was awarded a PhD in
TESOL in 2016 from the University of Alabama. Dr. Wang’s research interest includes
critical applied linguistics, discourse analysis, positioning, and agency. Dr. Wang has
published 10 articles in regionally, nationally, and internationally recognized journals.
Her recent book entitled Multimodalities and Chinese students’ L2 literacies: Positioning,
agency, and communities addresses the complicated interactions among multimodality,
positioning, and agency in increasingly digitized, multilingual, and multicultural
contexts in and through which Chinese international students practiced their L2
literacies
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