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Notes on Contributing Authors 

 
Lorraine Falchi, EdD, is an early childhood educator based in New York City. She 
supports educators in collaborative coaching partnerships in developing practices as 
critical practitioners and change agents in learning communities. Her research 
examines early language, play, and multimodal literacies with a focus on emergent 
bilingual children’s identities. Recent work includes “Learning from Emergent 
Bilinguals: Mobilizing Translanguaging and Multimodality to Reimagine School Literacy 
Curricular Spaces," co-authored with Ysaaca Axelrod and Marjorie Siegel in Multimodal 
Literacies in Young Emergent Bilinguals. 

Şerafettin Gedik, PhD, is Assistant Professor of Educational Sciences (K–12 
Educational Administration Program) at Amasya University in Amasya, Türkiye. He 
holds a PhD in K–12 Educational Administration from Michigan State University and an 
MA in Educational Leadership & Policy Analysis, from the School of Education of the 
University of Wisconsin–Madison. His research interests revolve around school 
leadership as it pertains to the issues of equity, social justice, and community 
engagement. https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6597-5704 

Elizabeth Gil, PhD, is Assistant Professor in the Educational Leadership, 
Administration, and Policy Division of Fordham University’s Graduate School of 
Education. Dr. Gil holds a PhD in K–12 Educational Administration from Michigan State 
University (MSU), where she was a King-Chávez-Parks Future Faculty Fellow. She 
earned Master’s degrees at MSU and at College of Saint Rose. Dr. Gil’s research centers 
on sociocultural contexts of education. She has published articles and chapters 
investigating how educational leaders can learn from effective leadership practices in 
community spaces. Her work examines environments that foster family and youth 
engagement and empowerment and culturally responsive leadership. Dr. Gil has 
published in Urban Education, Journal of School Leadership, International Journal of 
Leadership in Education, and International Journal of Mentoring and Coaching in 
Education. https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5308-6931 

Dion Efrijum Ginanto, PhD, is currently Lecturer at Graduate School, Islamic State 
University of Jambi (UIN Sulthan Thaha Saifuddin Jambi), Indonesia. He earned his MA 
and PhD in K–12 Educational Administration at Michigan State University, U.S.A. His 
areas of interest include educational leadership, community leadership, social justice 
leadership, curriculum, and parental engagement/involvement. He has contributed to 
Indonesian national curriculum improvement/reform. He is the co-author of the 
academic manuscript for Kurikulum Merdeka (Indonesian national curriculum) as well 
as the Learning and Assessment Guidance for Kurikulum Merdeka. In addition to his 
academic world, he also serves as a head of the International Office at UIN Sulthan 
Thaha Saifuddin Jambi. https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3080-3651 

Jordan González, PhD, is Assistant Professor at St. John’s University and is the Lead 
Resource Specialist, Long Island Regional Bilingual Education Resource Network 
(L.I.RBERN). He earned his doctorate in Literacy from St. John’s University, where he 
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specialized in language, literacy, and leadership development for Multilingual Learner 
success. He also earned a graduate degree in Applied Linguistics–Second Language 
Acquisition from Teachers College, Columbia University. Dr. González began his 
teaching career as an “English as a Foreign Language” high school teacher in Madrid, 
Spain. He later worked as an “English as a New Language” and Spanish high school 
teacher in the NYCDOE before becoming the Director of Language Acquisition K–12 for 
Yonkers Public Schools. Dr. González has also served as the Conference Chairperson for 
the 45th Annual NYSABE Conference. His research interests include feedback for L2 
writing development, trauma-informed pedagogies, and systems development for 
Multilingual Learners. 

Elizabeth Ijalba, PhD, is Associate Professor, Linguistics and Communication 
Disorders, Queens College, CUNY. She mentors students through the Bilingual Biliteracy 
Lab. Her research focuses on dyslexia, autism, and parent-coaching. She co-edited-
authored Language, Culture, and Education: Challenges of Diversity in the United States, 
Cambridge University Press. In 2023 she was awarded the Rehabilitation International 
Centennial Award for Significant Contributions for her work in advancing the rights and 
inclusion of people with disabilities worldwide. Dr. Ijalba is a Career Success Fellow at 
Queens College, CUNY, and is invested in bringing human rights, diversity-equity-
inclusion, and cultural humility into clinical settings and education. 

Ekaterina Midgette, PhD, is Associate Professor, St. John’s University, New York. She 
earned her doctorate in Literacy from the University of Delaware, where she specialized 
in researching planning and revision strategies for adolescent writers. She completed 
her graduate degree at Moscow State Linguistic University, where she majored in 
Linguistics and Intercultural Communication. As a former “English as a Foreign and 
New Language” teacher, Dr. Midgette enjoys working with the adult and preschool 
through twelfth grade Multilingual Learner Refugee population. Her other research 
interests include revision processes in argumentative writing and the use of humor in 
persuasive writing and the reading-writing connection. 

Estrella Olivares-Orellana, EdD, is Adjunct Assistant Professor for the Bilingual/ 
Bicultural Program at Teachers College, Columbia University. Her scholarly interests 
are in the areas of bilingual and bicultural education, mentoring in education, science 
education in bilingual settings, and the academic experiences of immigrant students. 
She also works for the Multilingual Department of Uniondale School District in New 
York. She received a Doctorate in Curriculum and Teaching and a Masters in 
International Educational Development both from Teachers College, Columbia 
University. She also received a BS in Biochemistry from SUNY Stony Brook. She is a 
native of Chile but lived many years in Argentina before migrating to the U.S. in 1994. 

Marcela Ossa-Parra, PhD, is a Colombian teacher educator working as an Assistant 
Professor in the Elementary and Early Childhood Education Department at Queens 
College̶–City University of New York. She holds a PhD in Curriculum and Instruction 
from Boston College. She teaches bilingual education, literacy, and social foundations 
courses. Her research examines the relationship between identity, language, and 
literacy to inform the design of curriculum and instruction that centers and expands 
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students’ voices. Her studies have been published in TESOL Quarterly, the Journal of 
Education, and the Journal of Language and Literacy Education. She can be contacted at 
mossaparra@qc.cuny.edu.  

Patricia Velasco, EdD, is retired from Queens College, CUNY, where she was an 
assistant professor in the Department of Elementary and Early Childhood Education 
(EECE) and coordinator of the Bilingual Education Program. Her research interests 
include the development of metalinguistic awareness and its role in biliteracy, teacher 
education, and understanding the language and educational ideologies of Indigenous 
Mexicans living in NYC. In 2012, she coordinated the work for NYSED Home and New 
Language Arts Progressions that were part of the Bilingual Common Core Initiative. 
Patricia co-directed a project for NYSED creating practices for multilingual learners 
facing the demands embedded in the New Generation Learning Standards. 

Ming Zhu, PhD, is the Founder of Deer Future Education LLC, an educational 
organization, and the President of Future Education Research Network Inc., a nonprofit 
research company, both based in Boston, MA. She has closely mentored hundreds of 
international and domestic students who have since achieved great academic and 
professional success. Upon receiving her doctoral degree from Fordham University in 
2018, she has become a dedicated member of the Journal of Multilingual Education 
Research and served as an adjunct professor within Fordham’s Graduate School of 
Education. Her research interests include acculturation, multilingual education, 
multicultural education, and international education. 
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