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Lisa Betty (LB): This is Lisa Betty with the Bronx African American History Project. It is

February, 17th 2022, and | am interviewing Jose Francisco Avila. I’'m here with Dr. Mark
Naison as well. Thank you for being here for part two Mr. Avila. —and so | think what we
ended... we ended around- the Bronx. We talked about it a little bit, | saw your interview with—
Elena Martinez and Sanabria, and you mentioned a lot of things that | do want to ask you about
as well. So when did you arrive in the Bronx. —Was it specifically to just live in the Bronx
around more Garifuna community members? Or was it to do more community organizing and
kind of push in that type of way. What was it, or was it both?

José Francisco Avila (JFA): Ok, that’s a multiple choice question and the answer is all of the
above. [laughter] Actually if you remember Bobby did ask me— he said so when did you... yah
yah about doing it, and were you in the Bronx? And even, yah it was about, talking about the
Happy Land Social Club Fire when he asked the question and | explained to him that “no”, I
said, “Bobby I was still in Dallas, Texas”.

And | explained to him that | started this in ‘88/°89 and | was flying to New York just about
every weekend cuz | was in corporate America, | was traveling all across America, and back then
believe it or not connecting flights were cheaper. So that was my justification to— it didn’t matter
if I was going to L.A., | was connecting to New York so you could get back to Dallas, and so
forth. And that was cheaper for the company so | never really made an issue of it.

But that was what I did. And | would use to come to New York like, every weekend | was here. |
was still in Dallas when we did the first Garifuna Summit Meeting in 1991. But again, and | kept
coming back because as | mentioned in the book, is that I knew that the largest Garifuna

community was right here in New York City. And specifically, in the Bronx.
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But, | had a family to sustain, I had a son, and by then | had a son and a daughter. And my
employment was in Dallas, Texas. So it allowed me the convenience, as | said, to basically travel
to New York. So my family is out there, and | keep doing all of this— when my family did join
me and when we did the first Intercontinental Summit in 1991... but other than that it was just
me taking advantage of the weekends to come to New York.

And all of that was organized and working specifically with the late Miss Dionisya Amaya
Guanya, who became my right hand person. And I’d like to make a clarification because there is
this tendency, well, and I know of the history, the Bronx is the largest Garifuna community. But
the modern Garifuna movement really starts in Brooklyn. And I explain that because for instance
the first meeting that | organized in New York that I mentioned previously was February 5th,
1989. So that was like, what, 33 years ago just two weeks ago. It was right here in the Bronx, it
was at the Club Cubano Intercontinental and it was organized by my friend Lesely Avrilla Reyes.
It was at that meeting that | met Lesely Alvireyes it was at Ms. Dionisia, Maya Guaniya, Lydia
Hill, and they had just organized Mujeres Garina en Marcha.

I mention that because after that, all of the other meetings really took place in Brooklyn. And |
made that distinction because in the book | make that distinction. I actually start talking about
what I describe in Dallas and what everything that | was doing, and | stop by saying, so now that
| have... before I move on to what | did and with this modern Garifuna movement, let me
explain where | found the Garifuna community in the Bronx. And basically it was mostly
hometown associations and | mention that to Elena and Bobby said “oh yeah, the Boriquas do

that, all immigrants... that’s how we start our organizing, is hometown association, it’s
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organizing fundraising activities here to help the community or origin back home. And that was

basically what existed back in the Bronx and continues to exist today.

Mark Nasion (MN): Now when a hometown association holds a fundraiser, would they do it in a
club, a church or in an apartment?

JFA: Oh, all over. Depending on the season. Right now it’s mostly in halls, uh well for the past
two years there haven’t been too many because of COVID, but now it's picking up again. But
during the fall, during the winter, it’s really indoors, it’s really in halls. During the summer it’s
actually in the park or beaches, you know there’s beach tours, bus tours, and so forth, so there’s
all kinds of activities depending on the season. But the point is that the assistance is back to the
country. What | was looking for, which is where | started working with Mugama, Mujeres
Garina en Marcha, was the fact that it has always been my position in continuing to be, yes that |
am Honduran, I’'m a Garifuna from Honduras. Yes, I’'m a Garifuna from Cristales, Honduras and
so forth.

And the fact of the matter is that I live here in the United States. And therefore | always felt that
yes, there are issues in my country, but this is where I live. And those same issues that we’re
trying to resolve in the home country were still here in the Garifuna community, and no one was
really paying attention.

We mentioned one specifically, which we’re gonna discuss further as we move down the
interview. The fact that up until now we don’t have a Garifuna community center, and there was
none at that time, and no one was really looking at that. And what Mugama and what we did was

say again, we live right here, we have issues, whether it’s economic, whether it’s cultural,
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whether it’s political, whether it’s social, we have all of those issues. And as a matter of fact,

guess what, we have the same issues that every New Yorker has.

But again, I’'m still in Dallas, Texas and my view is really, all of this is coming from observing
the African American, Black Power Movement. The Black... that Black is Beautiful, and all of
those movements that was a result of the Civil Rights Movement. That’s what | grew up in in
Boston and that’s what | was looking and seeing across the country. As a matter of fact in the
book I mention that my inspiration on 1988 was actually watching Jessie Jackson run for
president in ‘84 and in 1988. And basically in my mind | was going you know what, African
American issues are the same as us. So they could be our role models and that, they became my
role models.

—Because again, the model that | was, that’s why | explain and separate the hometown
association. That’s what existed. But what | was looking... what | was seeing around me was the
fact that communities were uprising and basically challenging the system to empower their
community, to empower their people, to provide resources for their people, right here. Because
this is where the problem existed.

So that’s again to sort of establish the distinction, and so, but all of that, again, all this time | was
in Dallas, Texas, we did the ‘91 here and then the ‘92, and it was with the same people here, and
New York was the center of this modern movement. And the reason we ended up— we went to
L.A. was because we attracted the attention of all Garifunas. Not just in New York but across
the United States and across Central America. Because what we were doing hadn’t been done

before.
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Again, and we were looking, we were just talking about creating a national organization. And

why? Again, my role model is the African American community and | keep hearing NAACP and
there’s an NAACP chapter in Dallas and there’s another NAACP in Boston. And in my mind
I’m saying, why couldn’t we have the equivalent of the NAACP for the Garifunas with chapters
in every city where we are and chapters in every community back in the Diaspora. The only
country that had something similar was Belize.

And still, amazingly, still it’s the only country that has the National Garifuna Council. So from
looking at the NAACP | started looking at the National Garifuna Council, the NGC, and it’s like
that’s what we need. We need an umbrella organization that can advocate loudly for the benefit
of the Garifuna community. And we need one of those, just like in Belize, we need one right here
in New York. We need one in every community, whether it’s Los Angeles, Houston, or whether
it’s Corozal in Honduras, or whether it’s La Bruga, in Guatemala or whether it’s Orinoco, in
Nicaragua, and so forth.

So that was the vision. That’s why the title of the book is Pan-Garifuna And I joke...

MN: Afro-Latino, yes.

JFA: Yes Exactly [laughs]. And I joke when | do presentations among my people | joke, | say
“Pan” is not bread in Spanish, okay? “Pan” means “all”. Just like the Pan-African movement, or
the Pan-American game. So my idea was let’s do an all Garifuna organization.

MN: That’s interesting as you are talking about this | was also thinking about the Unviersal
Negro Improvement Association.

JFA: Exactly.
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MN: The Marcus Garvey movement that captures all throughout the Caribbean...

JFA: That’s Right.

MN: Central America...

JFA: Exactly.

MN: —Um, so there are precedents.

JFA: That’s another fact of mine, and when it comes to Garifuna’s heroes, it's Thomas Vincent
Ramos in Belize. He was the one that founded and created the Garifuna Settlement Day. The first
Garifuna holiday in the world in Belize. That was regional and up to today it is a national
holiday, it’s a paid bank holiday as they call it in British countries. Well, Dr. Naison, the reason |
mention Thomas Vincent Ramos... he was a disciple of Marcus Garvey.

MN: Ahh [Nods head]

JFA: As a matter of fact he created two organizations in Belize around the NAACP and so forth.
So yes, there are precedents. And | take this opportunity to say that | mention all of that because
one of my tendencies... | don’t believe in reinventing the wheel, I don’t believe in reinventing
the wheel | believe in doing, what they call now, re-engineering... looking at the wheel and
figuring out how does it apply to the Garifuna community? And as a matter of fact | explained
that in the epilogue of the book where | detail every chapter... how the idea for every chapter
and everything that I did over the years came about, and it was from reading, from being aware.
And back then, there was no such thing as Google, it was going to a Library or going to a
bookstore and sitting in the magazine section and reading there, and eventually Barnes and
Noble came and made it a whole lot easier, then I could just lounge there for as long as | wanted

to and most of the time | would figure out what magazine applied and | would subscribe to it
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and... and again it was listening to television because there was not the internet, and listening to

the radio listening to the news, but being aware of current events and wondering how what’s
going around me affects my community. And what can | do to prepare my community to deal
with the effects of the changes that are taking place.

So, and again that was the overall... vision of a national organization came about. And this went
on and on to 1997, we did celebrate, in La Ceiba, Honduras back in April of 1997, the 200th
anniversary of the arrival of the Garifuna to Hondurans, when we became known as the
Bicentennial, what is still considered the biggest event... the biggest Afro-descendant event in
Latin America of that time, was the celebration commemoration of the 200th anniversary of the
arrival of the Garifuna to Central America, which is why, as | mentioned before, 1 let young
people know that the Afro-Descendente movement started with us, and it was because of our
organizing skills we have been one of the most organized groups in Latin America when it
comes to Afro-Ascende.

So that took us to 1997 and we came together as a group, we worked with our organizations
across central America, mostly in Honduras, where it happened, and by that time | was in... |
was still in Dallas, Texas, and then I started having marital problems and actually got a divorce
and at that point I decided— I started contemplating what was my next move and | decided that
you know what, I’ve been doing this uh, long distance, so | gotta figure out a way to move to
New York City so that I can continue to follow my mission and my calling.

And | was working for computer language research that by then had been acquired by Thomson
Reuters and | took advantage of that merger to request a transfer to New York City and that came

about in late 1997 and by January of 1998 was when | moved to New York City. And it was just
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proposed because | moved in January and now the same people that are organized to celebrate

the 200th anniversary are trying to figure out what else can we do to join forces and continue to
work together, just like we did for the previous 5,6,7 years, and so forth. And that’s when we
came up with the idea of creating the Garifuna Coalition USA Inc. Which was really the
realization of that umbrella organization that | had envisioned as part of the first and second
Garifuna Intercontinental Summit meeting. It was 21 organizations that had came together and
basically organized the Garifuna Coalition.

And the interesting thing again, that interplays between Brooklyn and the Bronx— the organizing
meeting actually took place in Brooklyn, but the headquarters of the Garifuna coalition is right
here in the Bronx. The registration with the New York Department of State is in the county of
the Bronx. Again, the tendency that we know what this is, where the power base lies. But again
the sort of ingenuity as far as organizing has always been coming from Brooklyn or from myself,
coming all the way from Dallas.

And a lot of it, | guess, to experience, needless to say comes from complacency of humans, right,
we kind of get used to what we’re doing and we get to the point where we feel that there is no
need to change. You know, whereas | don’t feel the need to reinvent the wheel, there are other
people who feel that if it’s not broke, why fix it? Well- I believe that even if it’s not broken,
sometimes we have to figure out what modifications we need to do.

So again- because | realized that there are reasons why humans think differently, there’s a lot
that’s involved. And that’s my way of saying I’m not accusing anybody, I’m not criticizing
anything, |1 am just analyzing the situation, which is usually what I do. As an accountant I'm of a

belief that what is not made sure cannot be improved, so therefore I am always looking for ways
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of measuring the success, the impacts, of whatever decisions | make or whatever activities |

decide to get involved with, and figure out a way of making them relevant.

— It was January 1998, when | finally made the decision to relocate from Dallas, Texas. And |
mention my personal life and my employment because I’ve made it very clear from the time that
| started doing this I’m blessed, that | have a profession that has allowed me to provide for
myself and my family, but at the same time has provided me with flexibility to do what they call
now, a side gig. Able to basically follow in my passion and more than that, my calling. And
that’s also what | love, to transfer from Dallas to New York City and continue to have a way of
providing for my children specifically, myself and so forth. And now it made it a whole lot easier
because now | was here on a full time basis.

And again, so the first year, the first six— ya the first year of my being here it was, my side gig
was The Garifuna Coalition USA. And then along with that was helping Mujeres Garifuna en
Marcha. And along with that was of course working with other Garifuna communities and
basically training their leadership to adapt this new way of organizing, and sort of expanding the
Garifuna Coalition and expanding the reach of the Garifuna community. And that took place up
until 2012 which was when I finally retired from corporate America and sort of started slowing
down my participation with the community. But that hasn’t really stopped me from continuing to
contribute and continuing to stay in touch with what’s going on.

Having said all of that, there is, I mentioned earlier. There is no question that the biggest impact
when it comes to organizing and when it comes to the Garifuna community in the United States,
is right here in the Bronx. And | mentioned that in the book, there is a chapter that I included

called “Aftermath”, of Happy Land Social Club Fire.
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I’ve spoken to a few people and I’ve done a few presentations and | explained that the reason |

separated that chapter is, | talk about the 1990s and the Happy Land Social Club Fire, I think it’s
chapter 3 or 4, when | talk about all the organizing that was going on, but I just describe what
was going on there, and | intentionally decided that, you know what, | need to have a separate
chapter where | can discuss deeper the ramifications of the Happy Land Social Club Fire within
the Garifuna Community right here in New York City. And that’s why | called it “The
Aftermath”.

Because after the Happy Land Social Club Fire which was March 25th, 1990, it generated a
boom of new organizations, | mean, most Garifuna organizations in New York and in the Bronx,
especially nonprofits registered with New York State. That boom started as a result of the Happy
Land Social Club Fire. Up until 1990 the only Garifuna organization that had been registered
was Mujeres Garifuna en Marcha. And then after that again there was— | keep track of every
Garifuna organization registered with New York State and when | talk about a boom, it was a
boom, and so forth.

But now what- | really want you to understand what I’m saying, and | explain it. The biggest
problem after the Happy Land Social Club Fire was the fact that the Garifuna community didn’t
have a community center. As a matter of fact, there’s an article that | quote from the New York
Times. The title of that article was “Garifuna Community Doesn’t Have A Place To Mourn
Deaths”. That was the title of the article. Now there was another article right after the fire that
discussed, basically described the Garifuna community as the most disorganized immigrant
community they had ever dealt with. Because again, and that was with this whole idea of a

central organization came about, and that was the basis of the criticism. The fact that every
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organization was actually trying to fundraise for their relatives or their family members from

their communities, but there was not a central organization responsible. Like the Red Cross
working for the Red Cross and so forth. So what | had envisioned and what | had proposed was
coining true. It had become a reality. And on and on.

And these new organizations were coming across and being creative with no connection with the
existing organizations, Muguma being the main one, and so forth. Within all of that, every article
that I’ve mentioned and every article that came about highlighted the fact that — the New York
Times is the one that | quote — unlike the Dominicans, unlike the Puerto Ricans, unlike the few
Argentinians and the few Columbians that exist, the Garifuna community, the Honduran
community, didn’t have any landmarks, didn’t have any restaurants, we didn’t have any places of
worship where you could say, “Ok this is where the Garifuna community exists”.

And from the fire what came out, which is again, to really expand on the aftermath. What came
out of the fire was the need for a community center. As a matter of fact the bishop, | forget, the
bishop of that time during a mass in memory of the victims at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, actually,
which was attended by then President of Honduras, Leonardo Callejas, during the whole
celebration, actually proposed that he would donate $1,000, if the President of Honduras would
match it.

He took up the challenge and said that he would match it. Former, now late mayor, David
Dinkins, proposed donating a lot for the construction of a community center. One of the co-
owners of the Happy Land Social Club Fire, as part of the proceedings, offered to donate
$60,000 towards this fund for a community center. And it was to make sure that a tragedy like

the Happy Land Social Club Fire wouldn’t ever happen again.
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That was the idea. | understand and there is proof that as part of donating, the land of the city of

New York also contributed $275,000 towards that project. Which the Garifuna community was
supposed to match for the construction of the center. And on and on.

But again, the center of the aftermath of the Happy Land Social Club Fire, was the construction
of a community center. I mentioned it in the book in the middle of that chapter, that created
major friction. Not just within the Garifuna community but within the Honduran community.
Because all of a sudden non-Garifuna Honduras decided to join in, and I mentioned that in the
book and I, that's a reality that | know and I’m not afraid to say it which is why I wrote it in the
book.

So, there has been this tendency which is also what | was resisting, as a Garifuna, which is part
of this whole anti-Blackness attitude of Latin America. And it’s the fact that, yes we’re Garifuna,
yes we’re Hondurans, but all of a sudden a project like a community center comes about and
everyone raises their hands— “Oh, we’re Hondurans and we want to participate”. But because we
are Mestizos we should lead that project, and we should be the leading voices of it. And again,
that has been one of my attitudes that | have challenged over the years.

Well, that came full force as a result of the Happy Land Social Club Fire. The Mestizo
community from Honduras came out, they actually forced themselves, they actually forced
Garifuna members of the board to silent and they took over the project. And all of a sudden a
Mestizo that lives in Queens is elected President of a federation of Honduran organizations in
New York that was known as FEDONI.

That is the aftermath that | refer to. Well, the aftermath is that 33 years later, there is not a

Garifuna community center. 33 years later, all of those people were gone. And that fact is that
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within that period when all of that was active, it was managed by non-Garifunas that didn’t live

in the Bronx, and so forth.

So that’s why | refer to it as “The Aftermath”. And I just did an interview with a radio in
Washington DC and it was actually about the Happy Land Social Club Fire. But it was in
reference to the fire that we just had here in the Bronx in January. And | kept reading and
watching the news and they kept referring to the Happy Land Social Club Fire because all of a
sudden, well this is the worst fire since Happy Land Social Club Fire, and | was explaining to
them the Happy Land Social Club Fire was the biggest tragedy, fire tragedy, in New York State
since 1911.

MN: The Triangle Fire.

JFA: Exactly. And now it’s the Happy Land Social Club Fire. But again, that’s what | mean
when | talk about the aftermath. And it’s the fact that we still don't have— that hasn’t stopped us,
because we’re resilient, we’re creative, and we always find a way. In my case the way | solved
that was | actually established new partnerships with different associations.

Well first, | was able to get funding for the Garifuna Coalition to actually open a center on 149th
St. And that was funded initially by the New York Foundation, and eventually | was able to get
funding through the Union Square Awards and also Simon Bolivar Foundation to basically be
able to operate it. | started pulling back and passed it onto the next generation who | basically felt
needed to continue it. Unfortunately, they did not, and eventually the office closed.

MN: So what year did it close?

JFA: 2014.

MN: Damn.
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JFA: 2014 it closed. But I was also able to establish relationships through the Garifuna Coalition

with Phipps Neighborhoods, and basically be able to provide resources for the Garifuna. And of
course established relationships with elected officials, and other power to be as resources. So
that’s the way we have navigated this aftermath.

MN: —Right. It’s interesting because for the last 30 years, I’ve been involved in similar debates
about creating a hip hop center in the Bronx. And different people were fighting with one
another, and it seemed hopeless, and then in the last 5 years, a group came together with the
fundraising capability and enough connections with the original artists so that it actually is gonna
open in two years.

JFA: Exactly, yah. [smiling]

MN: —I mean my gut instinct is, there should be a Garifuna center, a physical space in the Bronx.
JFA: Absolutely.

MN: And perhaps, this is a more auspicious time, to bring together people who could make that a
reality.

JFA: And thank you for relating it, | do know because | read, in addition to that | was... 2017 |
was named by Mayor De Blasio to the first night life advisory board, and Kurtis Blow was a
member of the board, so.

MN: Right.

JFA: And he used to talk about the museum and everything. But you also were right, it’s a
perfect example as | keep trying to help a community and-— but eventually, that gives me hope,
what you just described with the museum so... and as Jesse Jackson, again my hero, my

inspiration, he believes and | do believe this, that we gotta keep a hopeful eye.



Interviewees: José Francisco Avila
Interviewers: Mark Naison, Lisa Betty
Date: February 17th, 2022
Page 15
LB: So | have a question about is trying to figure out this timeline. So El Club Cubano closes its

doors at 671 Prospect Ave in the ‘90s. What is the exact date? Do you know the exact date? Is it
before or after the fires?

JFA: Actually it was after the fire.

LB: It closed its door after the fire?

JFA: Yes, and the reason... yes, and the reason | know is because when | moved to New York in
1998, one of the first activities that | attended was at Club Cubano.

LB: Oh, okay, okay so it was still around

JFA: Yes.

LB: In 1998, still around.

JFA: Correct.

LB: So 199- was it 1991 or 1993 is when you had the meeting at EI Club Cubano the Garifuna
meeting at El Club Cubano?

JFA: 1999.

LB: Oh it was 1999, okay.

JFA: <89.

LB: Oh, ‘89, sorry.

JFA: <89.

LB: Okay, okay. So ‘89 we have the meeting at EI Club Cubano, um the Happy Land Social
Club Fires happened in 1991—

JFA: 1990.

LB: 1990 so the early 90s—
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JFA: March 25th, 1990.

LB: 1990.

JFA: Right.

LB: 1990.

JFA: Right, so practically, the meeting was in fact, practically, a year later after, that’s when the
Happy Land Social Club Fire happened.

LB: Wow.

JFA: And | remember it well because that’s the reason the Summit meeting was happening in
‘91. It was supposed to be in ‘90. So the first meeting was in ‘89 at Club Cubano and the plan
was that in 1990 once we were planning to organize the Intercontinental Garifuna Summit
meeting, then the fire happened, and then it consumed all the resources, all the organizations for
Garifunas dealing with the aftermath of the fire, the initial aftermath and so forth, and that’s why
we decided to move the Summit to 1991. But again that was February 5th, 1989.

MN: Now what’s remarkable to me is also that you say that there are no churches in the Bronx
which are predominantly Garifuna.

JFA: There were not.

MN: Is that still true?

JFA: No, there are now. As a matter of fact since then, what has happened is that there is, there
are various: St. Augustine Church and how can | forget... but there are 2-3 churches now where
actually Garifuna whole, Garifuna masses on a monthly basis.

MN: So now there are Garifuna masses in the Bronx.
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JFA: Right, in addition to that, since that time, there are evangelical, there’s the evangelical

Garifuna council... the Council of Evangelical Garifuna Churches.

MN: Wow.

JFA: And that, there are, they have about 15-20 members. They have churches throughout New
York City. There’s a church in Manhattan, there’s a church... there’s multiple here in the Bronx,
of course it’s the largest community, and there’s actually one or two Brooklyn. So we have gone
from having none to actually holding Garifuna masses, but at the same time again, the
Evangelical Council has created new churches. The Garifuna Church, the original one is located
on, uh, Brook Avenue— and that is where the council is which actually coordinates all the other
churches.

MN: And this is— a Garifuna Evangelical Church on Brook Avenue.

JFA: Yes.

MN: Does it call itself Garifuna Evangelical Church?

JFA: It’s called The Garifuna Church.

MN: Woah!

JFA: —It’s on the sign, look it up man! [laughs]. And it’s Brook Avenue, I think it’s right— 145th
and 146th, around that area, uh yes and that’s the first one and that’s the one that kind of serves
as— again creates the council. They start training pastors and working with other Evangelical
organizations and so forth. And today again, there are over 15, and they have also expanded

across the United States. | know there’s one in Houston, there’s one in Ohio, and so forth.
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MN: And how- in Central America, are most Garifuna Catholic? Or are there Evangelical

influences there as well?

JFA: It’s just like here. The majority of Garifunas are catholic, but the fastest growing
memberships are actually with Evangelicas.

MN: Yah.

JFA: And it’s happening here... but here it’s still the majority are Catholic. But in Honduras,
again and in Central America it’s growing. You’ve heard of Alverio Martinez right? Alverio
Martinez actually blames the Evangelical churches for the demise of the Garifuna language.
And it's the result and the impact— but yes the majority are catholic. As a matter of fact when |
speak in public, I have relationships with all of them. That’s one of the things that | was able to
do, because again | recognize that we have Catholics, we have Evangelicals, and | recognize that
we also have our own idiosyncrasy, our own spirituality, and I recognize all three of them. And |
have relationships with all of them. As a matter of fact part of my work in the Bronx was to sort
of reconcile those groups, and | was able to do that through the Garifuna Coalition.

MN: Well that reminds me, is there something in the Garifuna tradition equivalent to Santeria?
An African derived spiritual practice in a somewhat organized form.

JFA: Oh well absolutely, it’s called The Dugu.

MN: Is there a name for it—?

JFA: Yes, The Dugu.

MN: How do you spell it?

JFA: Dugu: D, U, G,G, U.

MN: D, U, U, G, U.
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JFA: Yah.

MN: Dugu. And so that’s—

JFA: The equivalent of the Voodoo, it’s the equivalent of Santeria, it’s the equivalent of
Candoblé, and all the African traditions that are practiced throughout Latin America. Yah, we
have our own.

MN: Now do you have any equivalent of those stores, Botanica?

JFA: No, no. But we do have a Shaman, which we call the Boyue. And the Boyue is basically the
medicine man or the medicine woman-— actually woman because as a matter of fact there is a
Boyue Shaman organization right here in the Bronx. Which is women and men, mostly women,
who practice the Garifuna spirituality.

MN: Ahh.

JFA: See when | talk about the Bronx being not just the largest Garifuna community but the
epicenter— as a matter of fact I’ve said it, the first time | said it was in Honduras in 2009. |
attended a meeting out there and | was in the Capital Tegucigalpa and | was at a Garifuna event
being celebrated. And a young lady du